
Welcome Families!
Writing Workshop

Parent Information Night

Ways to support your child with writing at home.
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• Students need direct instruction in skills and strategies 
for writing and time to practice.

• To learn and grow as a writer, students need to write 
often and cycle through the writing process.

• Students develop skills at different rates and need to be 
taught at their level.  

• Students are engaged when given choice in topic.

Some Foundations 
For Our Writing Instruction



Writing Curriculum
Our resources to teach writing- Units of Study in 
Writing by Lucy Calkins & Colleagues

The curriculum grew out 

of 30 years of research. 

It is used internationall & 

nationally and alligns 

with 21st Century Writing 

Standards.



In Writing Workshop, students 
learn to write

in the three Common Core 
Writing Text Types…

Here at school, we’ll teach your children to 
be writers of narratives or stories, 
opinions, and informational texts. 



Writing Workshop Invitation 

“In writing workshop, teachers invite 

children to do all the things a writer 

really does: research, explore, 

collect, interview, talk, read, stare off 

into space, co-author, and yes, 

prewrite, draft, revise, edit, and 

publish...The focus is on writers who 

use writing to do powerful things in 

the world in which they live.” 

Katie Wood Ray- Writing Workshop

Live a Writerly Life 



Essential Features of 

Writing Workshop
● Student Choices about Content

● Time for:

● Explicit Teaching & Feedback

● Talking                                      

● Writing 

● Periods of Focused Study & Writing

● Publication & Celebration Rutuals

● High Expectations and Safety

● Structured Management & Routines 

● Increasing Student Autonomy



In Writing Workshop, students…

-Learn they have stories worth telling, information worth 

sharing, and they can use their writing to persuade 

others and affect change. 

-Self-select their topics, leading to independence.

-Write for extended periods of time, leading to increased 

stamina and volume in their writing.

-Collaborate with peers for feedback and assistance.

-Participate in minilessons where the teacher 

offers instruction on a writing strategy or 

technique to try.



In Writing Workshop, students…

- Confer with the teacher on his/her piece of writing and 

next steps for growth as a writer. 

- Set writing goals and work towards them.

-Work through the writing process, which includes revising 

and editing the piece.

-Learn that attention must be paid to conventions and 

spelling for the writing to be understood by readers.

-Publish writing in some way, and celebrate by 

sharing his/her work with an authentic audience. 



Instructional Components of 

Writing Workshop
Minilesson: This is a lesson taught to the whole class. A teaching point-

what we want the students to learn- is named, modeled and then practiced 

by the students before they go off and try it in their own writing.  

Conference: A writing conference is when the teacher pulls up next to a 

student and helps him/her directly.  Teachers keep track of skills students 

need to work on and next steps for them to grow as writers.  Teachers often 

directly show the writer how to do something or use a mentor text to illustrate 

the point. 

Writing Process: The writing process involves collecting ideas or 

researching, drafting (which is your first attempt at writing your piece), 

revising, editing, and then publishing.  It rarely happens in that straight line! 

Writers often start drafting, then realize they need more research. Writers 

revise and edit, then maybe draft some more.  Revise and edit again! When 

the piece is as good as it gets, the writer publishes!



How Can a Parent Help?

Fix Spelling
Make handwriting  neater
Correct grammar

Resist the urge to…



How Can a Parent Help?
Instead shift your focus 
to what really helps kids 

become proficient writers…

Rehearsal

Revision

Reading



How Can a Parent Help?

Strategies to 
support writing…

Rehearsal



Rehearsal
Rehearsing really 
helps kids practice 

envisioning what they 
are going to say before 
saying it on paper. This 

helps tremendously 
with logic & structure.



How will your story go?

Tell me about the parts.

How will it start?

Then what will come next?

How do you think it might end?

What do you want your

reader to know?

Is there a point of view

you want to represent?

Rehearsal Questions 
to Ask Your Child



Parent Prompts to Help With 
Argument Writing

How might you state your claim?

Walk through some of the evidence with me...

It might be worth thinking about what

evidence best supports your argument.

What facts and reasons will your 

reader want to know?

How will you persuade your reader

to take action?



How Can a Parent Help?

Strategies to 
support writing…

Revision



What Tools Can Help Me
Help My Child Revise?

Mentor Texts

Checklists

Exemplars



What Tools Can Help Me
Help My Child?

Checklists



Revision using Checklists



When you were talking about this, I  

jotted down this one idea that was very 

cool… 

Is that something you want to add?

Say more about this one part.                                                                                                

It might be worth thinking 

about the beginning

(or ending) a little more…

Revision Questions 
to Ask Your Child



What Tools Can Help Me
Help My Child?

Exemplars



4th Grade Opinion 
Writing Exemplar



4th Grade Opinion Writing 

•

•

•



What is the writer doing well?

Begin first with a compliment naming 

one thing you see they’re doing well. “I 

really liked the way you…”

Using the checklist, find one skill your 

child would most benefit from & 

using the exemplar show them 

how this writer did it.                                                                                                  

Questions to Ask Your
Child Using the Exemplar



How Can a Parent Help?

Strategies to 
support writing…

Reading



What Tools Can Help Me
Help My Child Read as a Writer?

Mentor Texts

Image Source: http://www.helloliteracy.com





When I look through my window, I see a brick wall.  There 

is trash in the courtyard and a broken bottle that looks like 
fallen stars.



How Can a Parent Help?

Shift your focus  
and support to…

At Home Tips



What did you do during your minilesson 

today?

What are you working on as a

writer during work time?

Who did you share with today?

How did it go?

Parents as Writing Partners
Questions to Ask Your Child



Create a special workspace-
help children with tools, and time to write.

Story tell- storytelling is a great way to help 

students internalize story structure.

Read Aloud- encourage a love of 

reading. This positively impacts writing. 

at home
Parents as Writing Partners



Parents as Writing Partners
at home

Writer’s Notebook : 3rd-8th grade writers will use 

a writing notebook to begin pieces that could ultimately 

lead to a developed piece of writing.  We personalize the 

notebook with pictures and memorabilia of important 

moments, all of which call to mind stories we might want 

to write about in some form.  Writers can sketch, make 

lists, write quotes, and freewrite in the notebook. 

Occassionally, writing will be assigned in these 

notebooks as homework.  Parents, please help 

support your writer by helping them to return their 

notebook to school each day so they are available

as a daily resource in the classroom. 





Thank You!

Click here to share in our district’s

Writing Workshop Journey

For supporting your child as a 
writer today and everyday.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-dx96VXltxKSnRHNVhFeXVjLVU/view?usp=sharing
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